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Minutes of the West Acre Parish Council Meeting  
held at 6:00pm on Monday 20th of May 2024 at West Acre Village Hall

Present

Parish Councillors:  

Cllr Eoghan Sheils (Chair)
[bookmark: _Hlk152099100]Cllr Ernest Heatley (Vice Chair)
[bookmark: _Hlk152099259][bookmark: _Hlk157371914]Cllr Charllotte Howarth	
[bookmark: _Hlk148769026]Cllr Ralph Sliwa
 

Clerk David Williams
		Cllr Jim Moriarty Norfolk County Council & KL&WN Borough Council.
		Cllr Alistair Beales KL&WN Borough Council.

Item 1 Apologies for absence
· [bookmark: _Hlk170935048]There were no apologies for absence.

Item 2 Declarations of interest (under the West Norfolk Borough Council 		 Code of Conduct) and any requests for dispensation
[bookmark: _Hlk114753139] No Declarations of interest were made.

Item 3	To confirm that the public will be invited to comment on any agenda items at the discretion of the Chairman. All comments regarding matters under discussion must be addressed to the Chairman and must be made politely, be as brief as possible and finish when requested by the Chairman.
· The Chair informed the meeting that the Parish Council will gladly listen to comments from residents, and they can speak during the meeting.  There were several members of the public present. 

Item 4 Approval of the minutes of the Council meeting 
· The draft minutes, for the previous meeting held on the 5th of February 2024 were presented and approved as a true record. Cllr E Heatley raised points about the minutes, but these were from an older version and not those already published. Also, it was raised that a report given by Mr Martin Hickey was incorrect and this would be clarified at the next meeting.

Proposed Cllr Charllotte Howarth and Seconded Cllr R Sliwa all agreed who were present.

Item 5 Actions arising from the above meeting not covered in this agenda.
· There were none for this meeting.

Item 6 To receive updates re District/County Council matters. (Cllr A Beales)
Cllr J Moriarty Norfolk County Councillor sent in a written report this is at annex A to the minutes.  
Cllr A Beales King’s Lynn and West Norfolk Borough Councillor gave his apologies and did not send a written report.  
Item 7. Finance Matters – Council to approve presented expenditure.
· The Parish Council approved the sums for the hire of the Village Hall £10.00. The Clerk’s salary for February / March £262.50.
[bookmark: _Hlk148763564]
Proposed Cllr E Heatley and seconded by Cllr C Howarth all present agreed.

Item 8. Planning matters- Update on 22/01857/F Stag Inn and Ford Cottage, 	 	West Acre.
· The Chair gave a summary of the planning issues which were getting addressed. Cllr Heatley had tried to contact the enforcement department at the Borough Council prior to the meeting but did not get a reply. A previous email exchange informed Cllr Heatley that it was believed the estate were not going to apply for planning permission for the mound and as such it would be removed. This email exchange was copied in Susie Pilmot who is Community Nuisance Officer at the Borough Council. There were some discussions around future possible planning applications, but these were not officially brought before the Parish Council at this time.

Item 9. Updates on rewilding and river.
[bookmark: _Hlk157411666]	The Chair informed the meeting that he had sent an email to the Estate and 	had not heard for a while. But that his emails were going into Mr Alec 	Birkbeck’s junk emails. Eventually there was a response, and the 	correspondence was around how some of those questions can be addressed 	on the Spring walk. We now have a date for the Spring walk which is the 28th 	of April starting at 10:00am and meeting at the car park on the common. The 	walk should give the opportunity to quiz Alec and Fraser on the impact of 	changes to the common and being a Sunday it is unfortunate. The Chair 	would 	invite those with an interest to the walk. There was a question from a 	member of the Public was it just Cattle and ponies on the common. The Chair 	thought it was just cattle and ponies given the fencing in place. There was 	further discussion around points in Fraser’s report and the Jubilee walk which 	the Chair felt could be raised on the walk. 
The Chair of WARN said as the river was so high it was not practical to test the water.  There would be investigation into the river works higher up at Castle Acre and how it is not happened at the river at West Acre.
[bookmark: _Hlk128242433]Item 10. Update on Village Hall discussions about integrating the WACT with 	Parish Council.
· Cllr Ralph Sliwa the Village Hall Committee discussed it, and it was felt there no advantages to amalgamation. So would not be going forward as a proposal.
Item 11. Update on West Acre Theatre 
·  The Chair believed that this goes back to the complaints about noise. There was outstanding action to follow up on the planning. There should be an invite for the theatre to attend the May meeting. The Chair had been trying to contact Jade Carlton Borough Planning Officer and the Chair had sent two emails and he was informed she would be back in the office the day after this meeting. Cllr Howarth did raise the point that if residents affected by the noise in the summer should complain online to the Borough Council. There was a lengthy discussion, and it was felt it was exceedingly difficult to navigate the complaints procedure using Borough Council on-line system. The Chair felt that for Susie Pilmot who is Community Nuisance Officer at the Borough Council to act she needs the evidence. 

Item 12. Highways matters relating to damage to highway infrastructure. 
· The Parish Council has sent a list for the Rangers to action. Also, a string of emails to Mr Wallace Highways Manager who has not got back to the Chair. Reference the out flow from the field and all the sand on the road. The Chair also said that Mr Wallace Highways Manager and Mr Voss had been on site to view the Mill flooding area. But nothing has come back as to what their actions will be. There was a lengthy discussion on the damage to verges and the imposition of a speed limit on river road. There was a suggestion of a site visit involving both the County and Borough Councillors. The Chair to take an action to arrange another site visit.

Proposed by Cllr Heatley and seconded by Cllr Sliwa

Item 13 Update on Emergency planning in conjunction with KL&WNBC. 
· This was on-going and the item would be on the next agenda. The Clerk would also contact Mr Kevin Kent the emergency planning officer for the Borough Council to request some assistance.



Item 14 Late correspondence for inclusion in the meeting
	  The Chair encouraged more reports for the Annual Parish meeting.
	  The Chair informed the meeting of the notice of a celebration of the life of the 	   late Councillor Cameron at the Village Hall. 
Item 15 To invite requests from the public to propose items for the next 	 	   Parish Council meeting. [These may be addressed to any Parish 	   	    Councillor or the Clerk at any time before the agenda of the next meeting is 	   published].
· Could requests be sent by email to the Clerk prior to the next meeting.

Item 17 Date and Time of the next meeting.
· The next meeting has been booked for Monday 20th of May 2024 at 6pm in West Acre Village Hall.  The annual Parish meeting would be held before the main meeting.

The Chair thanked everyone for attending. 
The meeting closed 7:05pm 

















Annex A - Cllr J Moriarty’s County Council Report 
Climate Change Strategy - action plan update
In June 2023, Norfolk County Council launched its Climate Strategy. The strategy sets out how the council can address its own carbon footprint as well as its role in supporting Norfolk’s low carbon development and green growth. The strategy received widespread support for its detailed coverage of how the council can help shape Norfolk’s response to climate change in line with the local context and priorities. Moreover, the council’s approach to climate was independently ranked second among the UK’s County Councils in the 2023 Council Climate Action Scorecards.
On 13 March 2024 the Infrastructure and Development Committee discussed the third tranche of actions to deliver the climate change strategy. 
The committee reviewed and commented on the climate strategy that is to go to cabinet, endorsed the inclusion of the council’s vehicle fleet carbon into their estate definition (and hence within their 2030 net zero estate target), and requested cabinet to consider producing a climate policy for council to include in the policy framework later this year.
The actions will support low carbon transport, climate adaptation, and decarbonisation of local business and industry. Initiatives include:
•             A pilot to develop a sustainable and viable seaweed industry in Norfolk - the project will work with partners in the Netherlands, already implementing sea farms.
•             Supporting the development of nature-based solutions to help secure Norfolk's long term water resilience.
•             Further walking and cycling improvements in places including King's Lynn, Norwich, Great Yarmouth, and Dereham.
Read the Infrastructure and Development Committee report here or watch the meeting here.
Norfolk Fire and Rescue Service
Improvements at Norfolk Fire and Rescue Service (NFRS) are evident with positive progress in many areas, according to an inspection report published 8 March.
His Majesty's Inspectorate of Constabularies and Fire and Rescue Services (HMICFRS) found NFRS had improved in five key areas since its full inspection in 2021. 
The March 2024 report is an assessment of the service’s effectiveness and efficiency, and how well it looks after its people. The report recognised the service's sound financial management, positive working culture, and the high priority it gives fire prevention.  
Inspectors found NFRS is good at understanding risk, responding to major and multi-agency incidents, and ensuring the affordability of its services now and in the future.  
In recognition of the progress made, the previous cause for concern' related to preventing fires and risks has been removed with the service improving its rating from 'inadequate' in this area to 'requires improvement'. 
Particular praise was given for 'promising practice' in significant incident and multi-agency fatal fire reviews, which are improving outcomes both locally and nationally.
Inspectors recognised the direction of travel on improvements, but said it needs to do more on assurance for the quality of its prevention and protection work, more on training, more to improve diversity in its workforce, and more on identifying and developing leaders.  
NHS blood pressure campaign
The NHS has launched a new national campaign to find the ‘missing millions’ who have undiagnosed high blood pressure. The campaign is backed by the British Heart Foundation, Stroke Association, Heart Research UK, Blood Pressure UK, May Measurement Month, British Society for Heart Failure, and more.
High blood pressure, often described as a ‘silent killer’, affects an estimated 32% of adults. As the condition rarely has any symptoms, approximately 3 in 10 of these remain undiagnosed, equating to 4.2 million people in England. 
The Government’s campaign is encouraging individuals to get a blood pressure test, which is fairly easy and can be done at participating pharmacies. 
High blood pressure can be a sign of underlying health issues but is often treatable through improved diet and regular exercise. As such, NCC’s other health and wellbeing programmes are linked to this health outcome and can help support positive outcomes for wider public health goals.
Visit the NHS website for information about things that can increase your risk of getting high blood pressure, as well as diagnosis, treatment and lifestyle changes.
Ofsted Consultation – the Big Listen launched.
Ofsted’s Chief Inspector has promised transparency and openness as they work to rebuild and strengthen the confidence of professionals and the public. He says Ofsted’s recent response to the Education Select Committee is an important moment to demonstrate their commitment to these principles.
As part of Ofsted’s wish to improve, they have launched the Big Listen Consultation. The consultation seeks views across their work, from schools and children’s social care to teacher training and early years. 
They are seeking views about Ofsted’s work from the full range of professionals and providers with whom they work, as well as from parents, carers, children and learners.
They want to explore 4 key themes:
•             How Ofsted reports on its findings
•             How Ofsted carries out inspections
•             How Ofsted can have a positive impact in all the sectors it inspects
•             What Ofsted needs to do to be a world-class inspectorate and regulator, trusted by parents, children and the sectors it works with
Ofsted say the consultation is structured to allow you to provide feedback on the areas of greatest interest and importance to you. 
The Big Listen consultation survey is available here.
Ofsted will launch a strand of the consultation specifically aimed at children, including those in the care system, later this month.
The consultation closes on 31 May 2024.
Council tax premium for empty homes
A strengthened 100% council tax premium on long term empty homes comes into force on 1 April 2024, with local councils able to spend the money from April 2025.
The government says the sharpened rules to double council tax on long term empty properties will support local people in areas where high numbers of empty homes are preventing them from finding affordable housing.  The rules will apply when a property has been empty for 12 months, rather than the current two years. 
Following consultation feedback, a very limited number of exceptions have been set out. These will apply to empty properties that are uninhabitable due to extensive renovation, second homes that are not available for use year-round due to planning restrictions or for up to a year on homes that have been inherited to prevent families who are grieving from having to pay.
This announcement follows previous reforms to give councils greater power to control short-term lets by making them subject to the planning process, which can help to protect people from being pushed out of their local area, and announcements in the Spring Budget that furnished holiday lettings will have their tax relief scrapped.

 Chairman Signed ........................................................... Dated ................................................... (2021) Page  of 
image1.jpeg




