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Minutes of the West Acre Parish Council Meeting  
held at 6:00pm on Monday 22nd May 2023 at West Acre Village Hall

Present

Parish Councillors:  

Cllr Eoghan Sheils (Chair)	
Cllr Jeremy Cameron
[bookmark: _Hlk148769026]Cllr Ralph Sliwa

Cllr Alistair Beales

Clerk David Williams


Item 1 Councillor to sign acceptance of Office for the ensuing 4 years.

· Councillor Ralph Sliwa duly signed his acceptance of office, and the clerk counter signed it.

Item 2 Apologies for absence
· [bookmark: _Hlk148694698]There were apologies from Cllr Ernest Heatley,	Cllr Peter Wilson, Cllr J Moriarty Norfolk County & KL&WN Borough Councils.  
Item 3 Declarations of interest (under the West Norfolk Borough Council 		 Code of Conduct) and any requests for dispensation
[bookmark: _Hlk114753139]There were non-pecuniary declarations of interest in planning matters from Cllr Eoghan Sheils, Cllr Ralph Silwa for Item 10 Planning matters- 22/01857/F Stag Inn and Ford Cottage, West Acre.

Item 4	To confirm that the public will be invited to comment on any agenda items at the discretion of the Chairman. All comments regarding matters under discussion must be addressed to the Chairman and must be made politely, be as brief as possible and finish when requested by the Chairman.
· The Chair informed the meeting that the Parish Council will listen to residents, and they can speak during the meeting.  There were several members of the public present. 

Item 5 Approval of the minutes of the Council meeting 
· The minutes, for the previous meeting held on the 20th of March 2023 were presented and approved as true record. 

Proposed Cllr E Sheils and Seconded Cllr J Cameron all agreed who were present.
Item 6 Actions arising from the above meeting not covered in this agenda.
· The Chair informed the meeting that all items were covered in the agenda for this meeting.   
Item 7 To receive updates re District/County Council matters. (Cllr A Beales)
Cllr J Moriarty Norfolk County Councillor gave apologies for this meeting.
Cllr A Beales King’s Lynn and West Norfolk Borough Councillor gave his report. 
Item 8. Finance Matters – Council to approve presented expenditure.
·  The Parish Council approved the Clerks wage £262.50 for the months of May & June 2023. Also, the Hire of the Village Hall £10.

[bookmark: _Hlk148763564]Proposed Cllr R Silwa and seconded by Cllr J Cameron all present agreed.
Item 9 Approve Poppy Appeal Wreath expenditure.
· The Clerk informed the meeting he needed to order Poppy Wreath for Remembrance Sunday in November same as last year.

Proposed Cllr E Sheils and seconded by Cllr J Cameron all present agreed.

Item 10 Community Infrastructure Levey (CiL) discuss proposals.
· The Chair informed the meeting that the Community Infrastructure Levey (CiL) was a bidding mechanism were by Parish council could bid for a pot of money that was contributed to by developers. There were thoughts of relevant projects, one from Cllr J Cameron on disability tennis coaching, another was from the Chair and others around the health and safety of the river crossings and ford. Another was around litter picking and funding groups to out around the village litter picking. The CIL applications open and close in two periods within the year and so if there was anything that the village would benefit from the Parish Councillors are ready to listen and to help facilitate any projects that are relevant.  


Item 11 Late Correspondence 
· The Chair informed the meeting there were two items one the incident on the estate involving a sow and dog whilst the dogs’ owners were walking on West Acre estate. The second was a highway matter.  The Chair set out the Parish Councils response to the incident on West Acre estate reported in the media. The Chair sent an email to the Norfolk County Council establish what the County Councils Rights of Way Officers advice would be to local residents following the incident.  What are the rights of dog walkers and the rights of landowners and their responsibilities. The Chair explained that the highway code states that dog should be under control and if it is difficult to control should be on a lead.  The Chair asked the question should all the signage sate that all dogs should be on leads along the Nar Valley way. What is the definition of a dangerous animal and if there is enough signage along the new foot path the West Acre way. Also, the estate was prepared to close footpaths if necessary. The Chair thought the Nar Valley way could not be closed. But that permissive footpaths might be. A website which is for dog walkers in the forest of dean www. theboaringtruth.org /walking-dogs.  Cllr R Sliwa raised two questions. Firstly, at what location did the incident take place having read the media it was not clear was it on the Nar Valley way? The Chair indicated it was in Bradmoor woods which the Nar Valley runs through. Secondly having seen the damage to the dog whether when walking without a dog the boar would attack an individual? The Chair explained this was a question he had raised with the County Council. The estate would pick up that this not a wild boar it’s a cross with an iron aged pig and a mangalitzer pig. The meeting was opened up to the public and a discussion ensued. Concerns were raised as follows:
· The safety of Children, 
· The areas that the public feel is now not safe to walk in. 
· Public integration in the rewilding areas has not been properly discussed.
· Risk Assessments needed to be published.
· Not just the pigs but cattle coursing anxiety.
· Water bathing signage.
· Reckless dog ahead of walkers can cause issues.
· Information for the public to be aware of the location of animals.
· The use of electronic collars on cattle.
· Where do the public stand as to the legal situation.
· The age of permissive rights of way and their legal standing. 
· Why is the Nar Valley Way inside the rewilding project.
All the questions raised will be collated and sent to Councillors and then on to respective experts and organisations to give an opinion. There should be a meeting with the estate. It was decided that a public meeting be facilitated by the Parish Council in the Village Hall at a time and place to be finalised. Inviting resident from the surrounding villages, Councillors, the estate, relevant experts, and District/ County Council Officers.
Proposed Cllr Ralph Sliwa and seconded by Cllr E Sheils all present agreed.

· Highway Matters.   
It was raised that the signage directing traffic to West Acre Village was very scant and the one sign indicating the village was had nearly fallen off the post. Also, the village signs were not very clear either unreadable or covered over by foliage.  The Parish council will add these to the list raised already on the schedule with the Borough Highways office. The Chair indicated that it would take some time for them to be actioned. Potholes in the road between West Acre and east Waltn marked one missed four. Also, the drainage problem by the Mill. Floods regularly and has been like that for years.  The Chair said he will add the items to the highway rangers do visit the village. There is a problem with the gullies not being cleaned out of the silt.  
Item 12 Planning matters- 22/01857/F Stag Inn and Ford Cottage, West Acre. 
· The Parish Council has supported the principles of the pub and have reservations about the B&B, clarity of the documents on the planning portal and what is actually happening on the ground. The Parish Council has been liaising with the planning officer Mr Connor Smalls. This is to ensure he is kept informed about the contradictions and he has been on a site visit with his line manager and is awaiting the estate updating the information in a comprehensive fashion so that a proper consultation process can take place with the key consultees. The Parish Council has put a lot of time into the consultations. Discussions ensued about residents’ input of their concerns on to the portal.
[bookmark: _Hlk128242433]Item 13 Update on chalk stream alliance subgroup – West Acre River Nar.
· The Chair of WARN informed the meeting that a meeting with the estate/ Duration Brewery and the Chair and Vice Chair of the Parish Council. The main points were:
· The effluent going into the river.
· The silt washing down into the river. 
· School or group educational visits.
· Loss of Grips to lessen runoff from the roads.
No response to the summary that was sent to the estate has been received.  This could be seen as an opportunity lost in reenergising the river. 
Item 14. To discuss litter picking and village bins
· The Chair informed the meeting that this item was going to held over until he had spoken to Terry, and this would be brought back.
Item 15. To discuss complaints of noise from the theatre – when used as a 	   	   wedding venue.
· No more weddings this year but some are planned for next year these will be to help with salaries. The theatre accepted that there had been loud noise, and the theatre were looking into mitigating this. The Chair will invite the theatre to the next meeting were residents and the Parish Council can be updated.
Item 16 Policy review update. 
· The Clerk informed the meeting that he will send out the important documents to Councillors prior to the next meeting.
Item 17 To invite requests from the public to propose items for the next 	 	   Parish Council meeting. [These may be addressed to any Parish 	   	    Councillor or the Clerk at any time before the agenda of the next meeting is 	   published].
·  BBQ in back gardens, Emergency Plan for the village, 
Item 21 Date and Time of the next meeting.
· The next meeting will be Monday 18th of September 2023 at 6pm in West Acre Village Hall. The meeting could be held on another date. 
The Chair thanked everyone for attending.  The meeting closed 7:54 pm 
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