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Minutes of the West Acre Parish Council Meeting  
held at 6:00pm on Monday 20th March 2023 at West Acre Village Hall

Present

Parish Councillors:  

Cllr Eoghan Sheils (Chair)
Cllr Ernest Heatley
[bookmark: _Hlk124793096]Cllr Ralph Sliwa, 	
Cllr Jeremy Cameron
Cllr Peter Wilson

Cllr J Moriarty Norfolk County & KL&WN Borough Councils

Clerk David Williams

Item 1   Apologies for absence
· There were apologies from Cllr Lucy Birkbeck.  
Item 2 Declarations of interest (under the West Norfolk Borough Council 		 Code of Conduct) and any requests for dispensation
[bookmark: _Hlk114753139]There were non-pecuniary declarations of interest in planning matters from Cllr Eoghan Sheils (Chair), Cllr Ernest Heatley, Cllr Peter Wilson.

Item 3	To confirm that the public will be invited to comment on any agenda items at the discretion of the Chairman. All comments regarding matters under discussion must be addressed to the Chairman and must be made politely, be as brief as possible and finish when requested by the Chairman.
· The Chair informed the meeting that the Parish Council will listen to residents, and they can speak during the meeting.  There were 6 members of the public present. 
Item 4 Approval of the minutes of the Council meeting 
· The minutes, for the previous meeting held on the 21st of November 2022 were presented and approved as true record. 

Proposed Cllr R Sliwa and Seconded Cllr J Cameron all agreed who were present. 



Item 5 Actions arising from the above meeting not covered in this agenda.
·  The Chair informed the meeting that most items were covered in the agenda for this meeting and there was only one item around grit bins. As it is not urgent now, but we needed to ascertain what the village hall was proposing.  So, this item would be discussed in the finance meeting as to whether the Parish Council had the means to assist or just support the Village Hall Committee. The Speed camera was discussed and would be an item for the next agenda.
Item 6 To receive an update from Borough / County Council matters		      	 (Cllr J Moriarty)
Cllr J Moriarty informed the meeting that he would not be standing for the Borough Council in the Massingham with Castle Acre Ward.  But would be a candidate in the Airfield ward. So would still come along as a County Councillor after the 4th May, but not in a dual capacity.  The Borough Council was in what used to be called purdah where Officers only conducted functional tasks not political ones due to the election. Cllr Moriarty gave a quick update on the Norfolk County Council independent leader proposal which was to be determined soon if Norfolk County Council after the consultation and communication with about 1000 responses. The election will go ahead. A borough Council cabinet member was brought before the standards committee for misuse of his parking entitlement and the findings were released. Very strange view in the report. Their human rights were infringed by those that reported the misuse and therefore a day’s training was to be given for all councillors. Cllr Moriarty was of the view a strange way to run a Borough Council.
Item 7 Budget discussion.
· It was proposed by the Chair that the Council has a further finance meeting via Teams to be arranged by the Clerk for later in the week. All Councillors would be emailed with a meeting invite to attend. The Chair gave a brief explanation to the meeting.
Item 8 Clerk to update on elections and hand out advise letter.
· The Clerk handed out a letter with explanatory notes on how and what can be done during the election dates. Also, the Chair requested advice and information from the Clerk to inform the meeting, and the Councillors who would be submitting their nomination papers. The Clerk reminded Councillors and the meeting that Photo ID was required if voting at a polling station but was not required if using a postal vote.
· 
Item 9 Chair to update council on West acre way walk proposal.
· The Chair briefed Councillors on a Castle Acre PC meeting he attended as a guest to listen to the promoters of the proposed West Acre Way the link gives more background.  https://www.platinumjubileenorfolk.org/jubilee-trails/
Castle Acre PC were not impressed with the proposal for the walk to end in their village and very unimpressed also with the lack of consultation when the ideas were being first formed in 2021. Castle acre has a policy in its neighbourhood plan to not allow any further visitor attractions because of the negative impact of cars, noise and litter etc.  They may reconsider in the future if and when they can arrange a visitor carpark with sufficient back up facilities such as toilets and bin collection which I guess will be paid for by parking charges but in the meeting were asking for NCC financial support.  The reason the organisers felt castle acre was a good destination was because of the Historic England parking options and associated toilets and of course pub and shop.

The County Council have got involved more recently and a little surprised by the lack of consultation/community engagement especially as the trails were about to be publicly announced.  Speaking to Helen Terry it was suggested to her many residents in West Acre may share the same concerns as Castle Acre if the revised destination for this promoted walk is now to be West Acre.  Helen seemed unaware of our own impressive list of visitor attractions - the Nar Valley Way, numerous other public and promoted circular routes, a theatre, art gallery, brewery, and a pub (with a proposal for an associated 11-bedroom B & B operation currently submitted for planning). 

A few questions the Parish Council should consider if West acre are asked to be the terminus.
Where are visitors parking?
How is litter/waste managed – the two bins we fund are old and outdated?
Where are the supporting toilet facilities? – it’s a long-distance walk, and its end point was intended to have the facilities people reasonably need?

Further discussions should take pace the principle of the new walk was a great idea if it encouraged sustainable countryside access to the rewilding in particular. The Chair did state in his email to Councillors it was clearly a shame Parish Councils are finding out about it so late in the process.  The Parish Council are in approval of the project overall and its gratitude to the estate for facilitating the walk. The Parish Council would like to record its disappointment in the way the consultation and publication has been handled.
Item10 To discuss consultation by West acre estate sent out prior to meeting.
· Mr Birkbeck briefed the meeting on why the estate was having the Gate preliminary consultation which proposed to have unlocked vehicle gates across Narford road.  The purposes of the gates are so that the area of the rewilding between the east and west of the Nar can be linked allowing for ponies and cattle to move across the road.  The estate had talked with Highways about cattle grids and pedestrian gates.  Due to the slight use on Narford road it would be easier and better to apply for unlocked gates because as soon you dig up the Highway you are then into all sorts of legislation etc. There were questions which had been submitted by the Vice Chair Cllr Heatley.  The most important being the issue of the gates being shut. Highways have suggested this prior to consulting residents.
6:58pm Cllr Moriarty left the meeting and was thanked by the Chair for all his time and effort on behave of West Acre at the Borough Council.
Item 11 Community Infrastructure Levey (CIL) proposal discussions. 
· The Chair informed the Parish Council had put forward an advert in the West Acre News and there had not been any responses. The Parish Council will support any application. The Clerk will send a NALC meeting on EVCP proposals for Norfolk to Councillors. The Chair thought Councillors needed to put their energies. 
Item 12 Finance – To approve payments as per the schedule presented.
	Payments for 21/11/2022 to 20/01/2023
The only payments are the Clerks salary £262 for January and February, and payment of £10 to West Acre Village Hall. 
Proposes Councillor E Heatley Seconded Councillor P Wilson all agreed. 
Item 13 Planning Matters to receive any update or clarification regarding current 	 planning applications in the village.
· The Chair informed the Council of two matters.  The Stag application has been revised the proposal has the café and workshop withdrawn.  The application for 11-bedroom B&B. The Vice Chair Cllr Heatley was dismayed at the lack of time for responses for both residents and the Parish Council.  The Chair would contact the planning Officer to raise. The Vice Chair Cllr Heatley raised the point there is no independent criteria for developers and residents. The Chair raised the point that natural England’s comments for confirmation. The Parish Council cannot comment fully yet. Cllr Cameron raised the issue of the bats, and graffiti in the toilets and this will be demolished. The bats in the Stag are resident and not to be disturbed. The bat issue is on-going and ecologist will be employed and there will be new homes for the bats.  Swift bricks would be another way to enhance the wildlife habitat in the area. 
· The Chair had received an email from Tom that the brewery will be submitting further proposals for the tap room in the summer. 




Item 14 Discuss any updates in relation to Duration Brewery and its consent to discharge.
· The Chair informed the meeting that he had emailed the brewery and had received replies to following questions. 
1. Since the latest known breach of consent in October, have your improvement & expansion works to your treatment plant been completed and successful? 
2. Are you now discharging effluent again or is it still being tankered away? Answer: Yes, all expansion and improvement works have now been completed and we have been given permission from the EA to commence discharging to the river and have now been doing so for a month.
3. What does the "weekly testing" consist of? Answer: We sample from three points, one at the trade waste plant, one at the discharge from the wet well to the ditch, and one from the outfall of the ditch into the river. These samples are all tested for pH, BOD (biochemical oxygen demand) and TSS (Total Suspended solids) as these are the three key monitoring parameters for our permit. We then compare these against the permitted figures to check we are still in accordance with discharge conditions - which we consistently have been since recommencing discharge last month.
4. Has the meeting with your consultants on 27th January resulted in any further advice or actions? Answer: It has just confirmed that our addition of the dam to expand the storage volume and residence time for secondary treatment will help to improve the overall outfall to the river.
5. How much beer did you produce last year and what are the quantities of waste discharged? Answer: We produced 170000 L of beer last year, wastewater discharged would have been 1,960,000 has we not had to tanker away for almost half of the year. In reality whilst we don't have an exact figure, the total volume discharged to the river was around 1million litres (1000m3)
6. Does your potable water on site come from mains water or from borehole abstraction? Answer: Yes, we use Potable water supplied by Anglian Water, via the West Acre Estate.
The Chair indicated that since receiving the email the brewery is now tankering away. Does seem the matter of meeting the constraints of their consent. Which is an issue. Mrs Brindle raised points that it has been four years since the brewery started production and as it is being stated that it is peaks and trofts, it is staggering that the management has been very weak. The issue with the river is still there. The Chair stated that the EA have been very weak in their prosecutions.  Across the Country when communities start taking action. Agencies have started to listen. Natural England are silent on these issues.  The Chair suggested that the brewery should be invited to attend the next meeting all agreed.  The Chair takes an action to speak to Natural England.  
[bookmark: _Hlk128242433]Item 15 Discuss the Parish Council contributing to a defibrillator for the Parish.
· Councillor R Sliwa briefed the Councillor on the discussions with the Village Hall Committee. It was stated that there was a defibrillator at the Theatre. A discussion ensued and it was decided to have a conversation with the theatre and find out what the Stag is proposing. To be discussed at the budget meeting.  Councillor R Sliwa to speak to the Theatre on the subject.
To invite requests from the public to propose items for the next 	 	Parish Council meeting. [These may be addressed to any Parish 	Councillor or the Clerk at any time before the agenda of the next 	meeting is published].
·  None 
Item 12 Date and Time of the next meeting.
· The next meeting will be Monday 22nd May 2023 at 6pm in West Acre Village Hall. 
The Chair thanked everyone for attending.  The meeting closed 7:56 pm 
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